
The March Up: Taking Baghdad With the 
1st Marine Division by Bing West and Re-
tired Major General Ray L. Smith, USMC, 
Bantam Books, New York, NY, 2003, 320 
pp., $24.95 (hardcover).

The March Up is a tribute to the 1st Marine Di-
vision written in recognition of their triumphant 
900km attack from Kuwait to Baghdad and be-
yond. In an easy to understand style, the au-
thors combine their talents to chronicle the ac-
tion of the U.S. Central Command’s supporting 
effort during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Both West 
and Smith use their experiences and under-
standing of military operations, which they gained 
during service with the same division in Viet-
nam, to provide the reader with an unparalleled 
understanding of battlefield events.

To write this book, the authors were given un-
fettered access to the leaders and soldiers of 
the Blue Diamond Division. They spent time with 
18 separate units and were in combat for over 
16 days while collecting stories. By literally be-
coming part of the unit, West and Smith deliv-
ered a firsthand account of the successes and 
failures of these Devil Dogs from a soldier’s per-
spective. In separate chapters, they describe, in 
great detail, the U.S. Ma rines’ seizure of the Az 
Zubayr pumping station, the crossing of the Ti-
gris River, the assault into Baghdad, and the 
battle for Tikrit.

In addition to the warrior ethos oozing from its 
pages and the picture it paints of front line con-
ditions, the U.S. Army community should read 
this book because of what can be gleaned from 
a kindred organization. West and Smith suc-
cessfully capture the essence of the modern 
hoplite and how that spirit can be harnessed. As 
they describe the events on the battlefield, it 
becomes clear to the reader that the character, 
the toughness, and sense of teamwork inside 
each U.S. Marine was responsible for the suc-
cess of the 1st Marine Division.

From beginning to end, The March Up provides 
the reader with a unique view of contemporary 
combat as seen through the eyes of the Marine 
grunt. Regardless of service, rank, or operation-
al specialty, one will thoroughly enjoy reading 
about the experiences of the Blue Diamond Di-
vision as it consistently demonstrates why U.S. 
Marines are “no better friend, and no worse en-
emy.”

MAJ MIKE MONNARD
School of Advanced Warfighting

Russia’s Heroes: 1941-1945 by Albert 
Axell, Carroll and Graf Publishers, New York, 
NY, 2001, 250 pp., $13.00.

Every nation in war has its heroes. The length 
of World War II, the total number of men under 
arms, and the sheer brutality of the war ensured 
that thousands and thousands of men would be-
come heroes. Thousands of normal soldiers re-
ceived the highest award in the Soviet Union dur-
ing World War II, the “Hero of the Soviet Union” 

award. Albert Axell’s book, Russia’s Heroes, 
seeks to familiarize historians and history fans 
alike with these extraordinary men and women. 
The author provides the reader with entertaining 
and inspiring accounts of heroism and sacrifice. 
The book, while entertaining and inspiring, is 
not, however, a source on which to base histor-
ical research. In addition, the book, while occa-
sionally based on primary sources, such as in-
terviews, is written by an admitted Russophile, 
and is sparsely documented.

As Americans, we are quite familiar with names 
like Audie Murphy and General George Patton. 
Many historians are familiar with names like Mi-
chael Wittman, Heinz Guderian, and Erwin Rom-
mel, as well as other German World War II war-
riors. Heroes of the Soviet Union, however, are 
less familiar to us. Aside from names such as 
Georgi Zhukov, Vasily Chuikov, and Ivan Koniev, 
most historians cannot name another Soviet 
hero, especially one who was not an officer. Per-
haps the only Russian soldier’s name we are fa-
miliar with today is Vasily Zaitsev, recently made 
famous by the movie “Enemy at the Gates.”

The author cites numerous other examples of 
heroism during the war, ranging from partisan 
warfare to the accomplishments of male and fe-
male snipers. Overall, the individual stories are 
inspiring and, at times, tragic. Axell effectively 
stresses the truly egalitarian nature of the Sovi-
et army throughout the chapters of his book.

Russia’s Heroes exposes the reader to numer-
ous examples of tremendous courage and great 
sacrifice. Examples range from Major Pyotr Gav-
rilov’s stubborn defense of the Brest fortress 
without relief for over 2 months, to “Night Witch” 
Nadezha Popova flying and commanding night 
bombing missions in an outdated biplane, even 
after being shot down twice. Perhaps the most 
inspiring chapters involve those people from the 
most humble origins. Axell discusses in-depth 
the contributions of General David Dragunsky, a 
Russian Jew born during the pre-Revolutionary 
Imperial, who, by the end of the war, command-
ed a tank brigade in spite of the obvious anti-Se-
mitic slant of the Soviet government.

The major problem with Russia’s Heroes is the 
lack of documentation and historical evidence. 
Axell provides neither footnotes nor endnotes, 
and has a very limited bibliography. In the first 
chapter, Axell discusses Operation Barbarossa 
and earlier military endeavors with the flair of a 
lay historian grounded in the ideas of self-ag-
grandizing authors such as B.H. Liddell-Hart. In 
defense of the author, he was trained as a jour-
nalist, not a historian. The ultimate effect of these 
shortcomings, however, is a lack of historical ac-
curacy that proves especially problematic to the 
overall work. For example, when Axell writes 
about specific casualty numbers, he states on 
pages 246-247 that the Soviet army only had 30 
percent more casualties than the Germans in 
World War II. On the following page, Soviet Gen-
eral Dmitri Volkogonov states that the Soviet 
army lost three soldiers to every one German 
soldier. Axell provides no sources for his num-
bers and contradicts himself through one of his 
primary sources.

Additionally, Axell completely overlooks the 
crimes committed by the Soviet army during 
World War II. While discussing specific crimes 
committed by the Germans to a great degree, 
he never addresses mass slaughter and ethnic 
cleansing conducted by the Red Army against 
the German civilian population during the last 
several months of WWII.

Russia’s Heroes is an entertaining book. It pos-
sesses, however, little research value, due to the 
lack of citations and its limited bibliography. The 
stories of individual exploits, leadership qualities, 
and self-sacrifice are inspiring and worthy of ven-
eration. The men and women in Russia’s He-
roes possess the qualities that all nations want 
their soldiers and leaders to emulate.

1LT AARON J. KAUFMAN
Camp Magrath, Kosovo

Leadership in the Crucible: The Korean 
War Battles of Twin Tunnels and Chi-
pyong-Ni by Kenneth E. Hamburger, U.S. 
Army (Retired), Texas A&M University 
Press, College Station TX, 2003, 272 pp, 
$32.95 (hardcover).

This exceptionally readable text by a retired 
soldier and former instructor at the U.S. Mil itary 
Academy provides an account of the U.S. Ar-
my’s 23rd Infantry Regiment and the French 
Army’s Battaillon de Coree during the Korean 
War battles of Twin Tunnels and Chipyong-Ni, 
as well as their relief by Task Force Crombez of 
the U.S. Army’s 5th Cav alry Regiment. Dr. Ham-
burger uses these engagements and the actions 
of the participants in an attempt to illuminate 
that murkiest of subjects: effective combat lead-
ership. By examining the training of these units 
and the circumstances of these pivotal battles, 
the author tries to divine those common ele-
ments that led to their success in a brutal se-
ries of clashes with Communist Chinese “volun-
teers” in central Korea in the winter of 1951. Dr. 
Hamburger’s account of the battles is master-
ful. Resolving many controversies, the author 
provides what will surely be the definitive nar-
rative of these actions. The importance of this 
contribution cannot be understated, as the Ko-
rean War following 1950 is seriously lacking in 
formal study.

Unfortunately, the secondary purpose of the 
text, examining leadership in combat, offers few 
new insights. A solid, if unspectacular, over-
view of the conventional wisdom on the subject 
is the most this volume offers. These ideas are 
useful for the beginner and as a unifying theme 
for the text, but hardly revolutionary. That being 
said, Dr. Hamburger’s history is meticulous in 
detail without resorting to drudgery, and pro-
vides an invaluable glance into the nightmare 
world of the stalemate battles of 1951-1953. It 
is a laudable history, and one that belongs in 
the library of any true student of that conflict.
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