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We have entered a period reminiscent of what our military faced dur-
ing the Philippine Insurrection from 1899  -1903. After the U.S. military 
victory over Spain during the Spanish-American War, our forces oc-
cupying the Philippines faced an unconventional threat that neces-
sitated our military to adopt new tactics and procedures.

 After the defeat of Spain in 1898, the Philippines became a posses-
sion of the United States. At the time, our leaders did not understand 
the political turmoil surrounding the Philippines. There was no clear, 
concise plan developed by our government to pacify the Philippines. 
The U.S. Army was sent in to occupy the area, and immediately Fili-
pino nationalists seeking independence launched a guerrilla war.

The counterinsurgency campaign fought by the U.S. Army during the 
Philippine Insurrection represented a new phase in American mili-
tary history — combating counterinsurgency. A quick analysis of this 
campaign reveals that many of the same themes the Army is faced 
with today in Iraq were first encountered during the Philippine Insur-
rection.

The U.S. Army finally defeated the rebels, but not until the Army adopt-
ed tactics and procedures developed by small-unit leaders who were 
on the ground doing the yeoman’s work in pacifying the countryside. 
It took almost 3 years and hundreds of casualties before the Philip-
pine Insurrection was subdued; let’s hope Iraq doesn’t take as long.

Captain Chad Foster’s article, “Preparing for Iraq: A New Approach 
to Combined Arms Training,” explains that U.S. forces have the diffi-
cult mission of simultaneously battling an elusive guerrilla force, as 
well as conducting civil-military operations to improve local govern-
ment and infrastructure to further stabilize the country. He establish-
es a foundation for integrating military police, intelligence assets, and 
civil affairs specialists closely with infantrymen and tankers as a “com-
bined arms operation” to combat the complex battlefields of Iraq.

In his article, “The Support Platoon in Baghdad,” First Lieutenant Jef-
frey Kaldahl explains that with the right system in place, strong ju-
nior leaders, and the dedication to react appropriately, the support 
platoon can assist armor battalions by pulling guard, aiding in the 
event of a mass casualty evacuation, providing gun trucks, transport-
ing detainees, supporting a battalion raid, delivering mail, as well as a 
variety of other missions. He illustrates the requirements to success-
fully create an efficient system that turns the support platoon into a 
force multiplier for the battalion.

Breaching operations are complicated and require a combined arms 
effort to be successful. Lieutenant Colonel Dale Cleland and Colo-
nel Miroslav Kurka take a lessons-learned approach to engineer-ar-
mor task organization in their article, “Task Force Diehard: Lessons 
in Engineer-Armor Task Organization.”

Long and complicated operations orders have several disadvantag-
es as Captain Brian Hayes points out in his article, “Simplifying the 
Heavy Brigade/Task Force Operations Order.” Long and complex or-
ders have become accepted practice; producing orders that are clear 
and concise appear to be a challenge. Captain Hayes reminds us 
that current doctrine provides solutions to simplifying the operations 
order and, contrary to popular belief, encourages short, simple orders.

ARMOR ’s centerfold article this issue is an actual account of a bat-
talion commander’s first experience with the Force XXI Battle Com-
mand Brigade and Below (FBCB2) system. In his article, “Digital 
Battle Command: Baptism by Fire,” Lieutenant Colonel John Charl-
ton takes us into his field of vision on the first day of the war in Iraq. 
He provides a very intense account of his personal transformation to 
digital battle command — “baptism by fire” is accurate!

Rod Frazer, a veteran of the Korean War shares his tour of combat 
to defend Hill 812 against the 45th North Korean Infantry Division for 
more than 40 grueling days and describes how the 45th North Ko-
rean Infantry Division overran Luke’s Castle; he would face them yet 
again — on Hill 755 as a platoon tank commander.

Captain Ryan Welch takes us to the largest infantry battle since Viet-
nam, “Operation Anaconda: The Battle for Shah-i-Kot Valley.” He care-
fully reviews the strategic setting, the tactical situation, the signifi-
cance of the operation, its long-term effects, and culminates with an 
in-depth analysis of the action and the lessons learned.

Integrity is a key component of leadership, which is the most essen-
tial element of combat power. In his article, “A Potential Achilles’ 
Heel: Integrity in Asymmetrical Warfare,” Captain Sean Scott reveals 
the paramount importance of integrity and how military members 
are constantly confronted with numerous ethical and moral dilem-
mas of varying degrees. He asks, “How often do breaches of integ-
rity remain undetected and overlooked?”

Keep writing to preserve and share your experiences.
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